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 Even though PCA North has only been in existence for three years, their STEM program 

is already flourishing in ways that parents, students and teachers never dreamed possible. STEM 

is a program that emphasizes Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. This program works 

to integrate the liberal arts with real-world applications. The ultimate goal of STEM is to teach 

students how to apply their knowledge in a way that glorifies God and benefits others as well as 

themselves.  

 Middle School Math teacher, Angela Tutt, and Kindergarten teacher, Natalie Velez, 

worked together to create “Mini-Golf Day,” which they were able to turn into a school-wide 

project. Middle School students were divided into nine groups of two or three and worked 

together to plan, design and build a mini-golf course during their math class. This project 

required students to use basic math, geometry and physics to build a course that was challenging, 

but not impossible. 

The students started the project by choosing a theme from a list of topics they had learned 

about during the school year. Some of the themes included; Noah’s Ark, music, Native American 

culture, circus, garden and more! Each group was given a piece of green carpet to work with. 

Then they made a blueprint of their idea so they knew what they wanted to build before the 

construction process started. Each group of Middle School students was assigned a classroom to 

construct their mini-golf course in. Parents got involved when the construction process began. 

They helped measure, cut and build the “putting green” and made sure the bumpers were secure. 

“Our students got creative, as I might have expected,” said PCA North Principal Donna 

Leadford.  



Once every group had finished their course, the Middle School students played the course 

to determine what “par” would be. Then came the fun part! Lower School Students were invited 

to play the course with the Middle School students who built it.  

An educational aspect was added to the course for the Lower School students. Each hole 

had a different review question that they had to provide the right answer for before they could 

play. Having the question before getting to play at each hole provided an incentive for the Lower 

School students to get the answer correct. This helped the Lower School students review the 

things they had learned during the year while still letting them have fun.  

“It was so much fun watching these kids brainstorm, measure and work together 

throughout this process,” said Tutt, “the satisfaction of achieving their product was priceless—

and provided hours of fun for Lower School as well!”  

 

   


